
Steven Beda
History 
sbeda@uoregon.edu

Strong Winds and 
Widow Makers: A 
History of Workers, 
Nature, and Envi-
ronmental Conflict 
in Pacific Northwest 
Timber Country, 1900 

to the Present (Spring 2021) 

Those who follow environmental politics 
in the Northwest know that debates over 
the region’s forests tend towards the 
vitriolic, often pitting timber workers 
who want to protect their jobs against 
environmentalists who want to protect 
forest ecologies. My book shows that 
Northwest forestry politics needn’t be so 
acrimonious. Focusing on timber work-
ers’ forest conservation efforts through-
out the twentieth century, I uncover a 
largely forgotten history of cooperation 
between environmentalists and people 
from Northwest timber working com-
munities, examine why this partnership 
dissolved, and offer solutions for how 
this partnership might be restored. 

Abigail Fine
Musicology
alfine@uoregon.edu

Sacred Traces: Com-
posers, Relics, and 
Art-Religion in Prac-
tice (Spring 2021) 

This book examines 
late nineteenth-cen-
tury art-religion 

(Kunstreligion) in practice, as devotees 
to German and Austrian composers re-
purposed aspects of Christian religion to 
cultivate a new intimacy with the absent 
celebrity body. Devotees, encouraged 
by the sacred rhetoric employed by arts 
institutions like museums and music 

societies, treated composers as saints 
by collecting relics, flocking to historic 
houses as pilgrims, and envisioning 
famous deathbeds as apotheoses. When 
institutions encouraged devotees to form 
parasocial relationships with composers, 
they ensured the longevity of canons 
that remain a fixture in concert halls and 
curricula. 

Gina Herrmann
Romance Languages
gah@uoregon.edu

The Longest Resis-
tance: Anti-Fascist 
Women between Fran-
co and Hitler (Fall 
2020) VPRI Comple-
tion Fellowship 

This is a book proj-
ect about Spanish and Catalan women 
whose struggle against fascism began 
earlier and lasted longer than that of 
any of their continental comrades. I 
have analyzed the oral histories of these 
women, in which they recount their 
struggles during the Spanish Civil War 
(1936-1939), their fight against Franco’s 
dictatorship during and after World War 
II, their involvement in the French Resis-
tance, and for some, their battle against 
Nazism. I contextualize the experiences 
by drawing on research on women survi-
vors of the Holocaust and on the regimes 
of torture in Latin America. Women 
survivors in European narratives have 
been reluctant to speak about what they 
endured; by comparing the experiences 
of other groups of women, I have been 
able to cross national, temporal, and 
geographic boundaries to examine the 
coercion and terror that women political 
prisoner faced under fascist regimes.  

 

Julie Hessler
History
hessler@uoregon.edu

The Afro-Asian 
Theme Matures, 
chapter four of book 
manuscript, The 
Soviet Afro-Asianists: 
Anti-Imperialism and 
the Soviet Intelli-

gentsia (Winter 2021) Provost’s Senior 
Humanist Fellowship 

My book seeks to diversify Soviet intel-
lectual history by highlighting a cohort 
of writers, creative artists, and scholars, 
primarily from Central Asia and the 
Caucasus, who were involved in cultural 
outreach to the postcolonial world. Post-
colonial encounters, unlike travel to the 
West, affirmed Soviet ideology during 
the Cold War. Exploring the impact 
of anti-imperialism and non-Western 
cultural traditions on the creative work 
of non-Russian cultural elites, my book 
also shows that “Afro-Asian solidarity” 
shaped their civic activities, social net-
works, and identities. 

Jina Kim
East Asian Languages and Literatures
jinak@uoregon.edu

Amplifying Voices: 
Auditory Texts in 
Colonial Korea, 1910-
1945 (Fall 2020) Er-
nest G. Moll Research 
Fellowship in Literary 
Studies 

My book project attends to the junction 
between sound and literature in focus-
ing on works written for radio broad-
cast from the Japanese Colonial Period. 
In the chapter “Performing Historical 
Anecdotes: Yadam Boom on Radio and 
Stage,” I demonstrate the relationship 
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between yadam as a traditional literary 
narrative that has oral origins and its 
remediazation through the advent of the 
microphone and radio. That remediaza-
tion ironically facilitated oral storytelling 
contests, making Korean language and 
tradition more audible and often serving 
a kind of pedagogical purpose for the 
Korean listeners—who, in the late 1930s, 
were colonial subjects living under a 
Japanese language soundscape. 

Fabienne Moore
Romance Languages
fmoore@uoregon.edu

The Formation of a 
Multicultural Medi-
terranean in Chateau-
briand’s and Byron’s 
Works (Winter 2021) 
Ernest G. Moll Re-
search Fellowship in 

Literary Studies 

My project is the fourth chapter of a 
book in progress titled Chateaubriand’s 
Lost Paradises: A Legacy in English and 
Spanish Literature. This chapter traces 
the formation of a multicultural Mediter-
ranean in the work of two 19th-century 
contemporaneous authors and travelers, 
Chateaubriand and Byron. Drawing from 
the field of Mediterranean studies, I 
explore the polyphonic and multicultur-
al Mediterranean that they experienced 
at the beginning of Napoleon’s colonial 
wars. Ultimately, their fascination for the 
multiple historical, religious, and literary 
layers that they encountered clashed 
with their rival, nationalist desire to 
reunite a divided Mediterranean. 

Johanna Bard Richlin
Anthropology
jrichlin@uoregon.edu

In the Hands of God: 
Evangelical Therapeu-
tics and Migrant Faith 
among Brazilians in 
the U.S. (Fall 2020) 
VPRI Completion Fel-
lowship 

My book project examines the relation-
ship between evangelical Christianity, 
migration, and affective experience in 
the United States through an in-depth 
ethnographic study of Brazilians living 

in Greater Washington, D.C. Rather than 
explain evangelical religiosity among 
migrants through what churches helped 
them acquire, as previous studies tend to 
do, my findings instead foreground how 
churches transformed what migrants feel. 
I show that the conditions of migrant 
life shaped specific affective maladies 
and triggered novel religious yearnings 
among migrants. 

Kristen Seaman
History of Art and Architecture
kseaman@uoregon.edu

Art and Work in the 
Greek Sculpture In-
dustry (Fall 2020) 

My book retrieves 
the experiences and 
perspectives of non-
elite art workers in the 

ancient Greek sculpture industry. It ex-
plores how they confront elite attitudes 
to labor, status, and ethnicity in the texts 
and the images of their own dedications 
and grave markers. I propose that, in the 
absence of institutions and labor move-
ments that could help to improve their 
harsh working conditions, they asserted 
the value of their labor through their own 
words and images. 

Daniel Gómez Steinhart
Cinema Studies
dsteinha@uoregon.edu

Cross-Border Holly-
wood: Film Politics, 
Production, and Style 
in Mexico (Spring 
2021) 

This book examines 
the history of Holly-

wood productions in Mexico from the 
mid-1940s until the early 1970s. Drawing 
on archival materials, it sheds light on 
how Hollywood formed a close rela-
tionship with the Mexican film industry 
through a mix of investment, production, 
and talent exchange. Ultimately, this 
project historicizes current debates about 
production outsourcing, trade, and im-
migration between the United States and 
Mexico while revealing the complicated 
cross-cultural exchanges that have long 
connected these two countries. 

Timothy J. Williams
Clark Honors College
timw@uoregon.edu

Civil War Prisons 
and the Problem of 
Confederate Memory 
(Spring 2021) Ernest 
G. Moll Research 
Fellowship in Literary 
Studies 

This book is a cultural history of prison-
ers of war and the literature they wrote 
and published during the era of the U.S. 
Civil War. It focuses on southern men 
held in northern prisons. These men 
played important roles in developing a 
unique genre of southern history com-
monly called the “Lost Cause,” which at 
once exalts southern military leadership 
and outlines southerners’ justifications 
for secession, slavery, and white su-
premacy. Their stories illustrate how this 
pernicious regional history took shape. 
In the process, it also reveals insight into 
wartime carceral culture and its impact 
on authorship and readership in the 
twentieth century.

Apply for Research Interest 
Group (RIG) support
Oregon Humanities Center RIGs support 
UO-based scholars who share a humanities-
related research focus by providing up to 
$1,000 per academic year for up to two 
years. RIGs are interdisciplinary in nature 
and meet regularly (a minimum of once per 
term) to share readings and/or other recent 
research activities and findings.

RIGs
• facilitate collaborative humanities-

related research and inquiry

• create support groups that can assist 
members in preparing and submitting 
grant proposals

• build better connections between 
scholars and community members 
who share an intellectual interest

• create opportunities for cross-
disciplinary discussion among 
scholars

For more information go to ohc.uoregon.
edu/programs/research-interest-groups



Martha Bayless
English
mjbayles@uoregon.edu

FLR 2XX Games and Culture 

Games form an im-
portant way in which 
children learn about 
the world, and for 
both children and 
adults games shape 
and reinforce adult 

conceptions of power and the way the 
world is arranged. The course I am de-
veloping will study the deep history of 
games and gaming, exploring the power 
of games in pre-modern cultures and in 
modern American culture, and looking at 
issues of cultural influence, impact, race, 
gender, and meaning.   

Luke Habberstad
EALL and Religious Studies
lukehabb@uoregon.edu 

Kaori Idemaru
EALL
idemaru@uoregon.edu

EALL 199 Writing in East Asian: From 
Graphs to GIFs Coleman- Guitteau Pro-
fessorship in the Humanities

Adopting a transnational and interdisci-
plinary focus on Chinese, Japanese, and 
Korean writing across the broad sweep 
of human history, our course examines 
the ways in which the development of 
scripts and writing systems intersected 
with state and nation building, iden-
tity expressions, and innovation. By 
recognizing that writing is perpetually 
changing and developing, students will 
be invited to critically reflect on the ways 
digital technology may reshape writing 
in the future

Ryan Tucker Jones
History
rtj@uoregon.edu

HIST 415 Environmental History of the 
Pacific Ocean Coleman- Guitteau Profes-
sorship in the Humanities 

Through commerce, 
environmental change, 
and sometimes cata-
strophic tsunamis, the 
Pacific Ocean connects 
Oregonians deeply 
with distant parts of 

the world. This summer I spent a month 
visiting Oregon’s coastal historical mu-
seums and researching its maritime past 
in order to understand these connections 
better and to integrate them into my up-
per division seminar, The Environmental 
History of the Pacific Ocean. The class 
challenges students to understand the 
ocean as a dynamic historical actor, and 
invites them to consider Oregon’s role in 
these larger histories. Thanks to the Cole-
man-Guitteau fellowship, students will 
also have the chance to experience first 
hand the Pacific’s turbulent history and 
meet some of those scholars who have 
helped uncover its past.

Vera Keller
History
vkeller@uoregon.edu

HIST 199 History of the Book Coleman- 
Guitteau Professorship in the Humanities 

As an OHC Fellow, I 
am developing a new 
course on the global 
history of the book 
drawing copiously 
on the spectacular 
resources of UO’s 

Special Collections. This course aims to 
awaken students to the large-scale socie-
tal repercussions of changing materiality 
and practices of communication. It will 
show how technologies of communica-
tion have intersected with larger social 
developments, from the spread of reli-
gions, to the development of public opin-

ion and democracy, to social networking 
and the information age.

Beata Stawarska 
Philosophy 
stawarsk@uoregon.edu

PHIL 399 African Philosophies Wulf 
Professorship in the Humanities 

This course pro-
vides an overview of 
contemporary African 
philosophy, that is, 
intellectual contribu-
tions and scholarly 
debates pursued by 

philosophers working primarily on the 
African continent in the 20th and 21st 
centuries. We read works that critically 
engage African epistemic perspectives 
on thought, language, time, morality, 
and gender, without essentializing them 
into an immutable tradition. This course 
intersects Philosophy, African Studies, 
and the newly established Black Studies 
minor at the University of Oregon.
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Elio Garcia
English
rgarcia7@uoregon.edu

The End of Modernity: Temporalities of 
Nation, Indigeneity, and the Anthropo-
cene in the Contemporary Independent 
Cinema of the Philippines (Fall 2020) 

My dissertation 
problematizes how a 
body of films from the 
Philippines represent 
the incommensu-
rable temporalities 
of indigenous and 

climate subalterns in their engagement 
and negotiation with the homogeniz-
ing postcolonial nation-state. I derive 
models from these temporalities which I 
call as auto-critiques of the nation-form: 

2020–21 Dissertation 
Fellows
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Fall 2020 Work-in-Progress and Books-in-Print talks schedule
All talks take place on Fridays at noon via Zoom. Links will be sent to you prior the the talks.

Go to: ohc.uoregon.edu/programs/work-in-progress-and-books-in-print-talks/ for the schedule.



Nathaniel Otjen
Environmental Studies
notjen@uoregon.edu

Multispecies Memoir: 
Self, Genre, and Spe-
cies Justice in Contem-
porary Culture 

Dismantling human 
centrism and expand-
ing appreciation for 

the lives of other beings are central proj-
ects of the Environmental Humanities. 
My dissertation contributes to this body 
of work by examining how contemporary 
memoirists from diverse social categories 
rewrite selfhood as a multispecies en-
deavor. Writing about their lives shared 
with multiple species, these authors 
consider how their senses of self emerge 
through relations with others. The proj-
ect asks: How does rearticulating the self 
in such a way offer avenues for thinking 
justice across human and species groups?

 

Rebekah Sinclair
Philosophy
rsinclai@uoregon.edu

Species Trouble: A 
Pluralist Problema-
tization of the Dis-
course of Species 

My dissertation ar-
gues that the species 
concepts we use in 

Environmental Ethics and the Environ-
mental Humanities are often monolithic 
and essentializing. They are not only out 
of touch with the complexity of species 
definitions in biology, but also corre-
spond to troubling (settler-colonial) ways 
of understanding the world. Drawing on 
decolonial and Native American thought, 
political philosophy, and philosophy of 
biology, I develop an interdisciplinary 
framework that 1) demonstrates how this 
species discourse is scientifically dubi-
ous, historically specific, and ethically 
dangerous, and 2) advances pluralist, 
more responsible species concepts.

Yosa Vidal 
Romance Languages
yosav@uoregon.edu

Memories of Betray-
al and Betrayal of 
Memory: Narratives 
of Defeat in Chile and 
Argentina

My dissertation exam-
ines four works that 

problematize representations of betrayal, 
through the conflicts and fissures that 
the traitor, as a victim of violence, makes 
present. These texts produced during or 
immediately after the violent experience 
of dictatorship, express from different 
literary genres the tensions that guide 
ethical discussions in the Chilean and 
Argentinian dictatorship.

2020–21 Graduate Research Support Fellows
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persistence, autonomy, fluidity, and 
transcendence—optics that reveal the 
dysfunctional structure of the nation as a 
failed project of modernity. 

Tara Keegan
History
tkeegan@uoregon.edu

Running the Redwood Empire: Indigene-
ity, Modernity, and a 480-Mile Footrace 
(Winter 2021) 

My project examines 
Native survival in 
post-Gold Rush Cali-
fornia and the ways in 
which Native individ-
uals and communities 
shaped early 20th-cen-

tury society and culture in Northern Cal-
ifornia’s “Redwood Empire.” Through a 
sports history that traces the implications 
of the first official “ultramarathon” in U.S. 
history, the project offers insights into the 
essential contributions of Native historical 
actors in developing regional economy 
and identity. 

Javier Velasco
Romance Languages
jvelasco@uoregon.edu

Cars, Trains, and Trolleys: Infrastruc-
tures of the Urban Space in the Andes 
(1900-1952) (Winter 2021) 

In my dissertation 
on the discursive 
construction of the 
Andean urban space, 
I explore how literary 
writing and other cul-
tural texts represented, 

decoded and re-imagined the physical 
infrastructure of the city of La Paz during 
the years of formation and consolidation 
of the hegemonic project of the “criollo” 
elites between 1900 and 1952. From the 
category of “infrastructure,” referred to 
physical networks that constitute the 
underlying framework of a social system, 
I analyze the way in which the city’s 
infrastructures (railways, trains, trolleys, 
telegraph wires, roads and more) were 
as important in the physical actuality 
of the city as they were in shaping the 
economic, cultural and aesthetic moder-

nity at the base of the literary production 
of the criollo elites. I refer to this process 
as the infrastructural construction of the 
“seignorial” space. 

Shuangting Xiong
East Asian Languages and Literatures
sxiong6@uoregon.edu

Revolutionary Melodrama: Tales of Fam-
ily, Kinship, and the Nation in Modern 
China (Fall 2020) 

My dissertation exam-
ines how melodrama, 
a quintessentially 
bourgeois form, was 
utilized and repur-
posed across different 
media by intellectuals 

and writers to produce new affective 
experiences, to cultivate new political 
subjectivities, and to make revolution in 
modern China. I argue that revolutionary 
melodrama functions as an emotional 
pedagogy in which abstract revolutionary 
ideas and ideals are made emotionally 
legible, and political solidarities more 
possible, to people at the micro-level of 
individuals and families.


